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As the Shah's muha$$il$ had been particularly active in the north-
western provinces in the spring and early summer of 1743, discontent
was both serious and widespread there. Feeling that his moment had
come and believing, no doubt, that his pretended Safavi lineage would
gain him many adherents, Sam emerged from his hiding-place and strove
to incite the people of Darband and Tabarsaran to rebel; he also wrote
to the disaffected elements in Shirvan, urging them to join him.
Muhammad 'AH Khan, the Governor of Darband, reported Sam's activities
to Nadir, who ordered I^aidar Khan, the Governor of Shirvan, to march
northwards to Muhammad *AH Khan's assistance. Meanwhile, Sam
had been joined by Surkhai's son Muhammad, who had been in hiding
in Avaria; the two leaders then marched against IJaidar Khan, whom
they encountered near Shabaran before he could effect a junction with
Muhammad 'AH Khan's forces. The rebels were victorious, and suc-
ceeded in capturing Irlaidar Khan, whom they put to death ; they then
seized Aq Su, the administrative centre of Shirvan.1 This success led,
as was natural, to an extension of the rising, and Sam and Muhammad
were soon at the head of some 20,000 men. Encouraged by this news,
some Mughanli soldiers, who formed part of the garrison of Qubba,
murdered the loyal troops (who were Afshars), and handed over the place
to Sam and Muhammad.8 On these serious developments being reported
to Nadir, he ordered 'Ashur Khan Afshar, the commander of the Adhar-
baijan forces, to co-operate with the Governors of Urumiya and Ganja
in suppressing the rebellion, and instructed his son Nasrullah and his
brother-in-law, Fatfr 'AH Khan, also to march against the rebels. The
formidable concentration of forces under these leaders encountered the
rebels at Bagh-i-Shah near Shamakhi on the 4th Dhu'l-Qa'da, 1156
(2Oth December, I743)> and heavily defeated them. The royal army
captured over a thousand men and all the rebels' cannon, but Muliammad,
though wounded, managed to escape to Daghistan, while Sam fled to
Georgia.8 In the meanwhile, Muhammad 'Ali Khan had taken effective
measures against the Mughanlis of Qubba ; he killed many of them
and, having captured and blinded the survivors, sent them to their homes
as a warning.4 On completing the subjugation of Shirvan and the Darband
district, Nasrullah set out to join his father ; when the prince was passing
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